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Top three 
must-have 
products
Rustproofing should be part of your annual maintenance 
work. Periodically go around the car check the condition 
of the underseal. If it’s starting to  flake away, you’ll 
need to reapply it. Cavity wax can also start to dry up 
and crack over a period of a few years, so this will also 
need repeat applications. You should therefore have the 
following products easily to hand…

Waxoyl Underbody Seal
The brush-on application means touching-in areas that 
need extra protection is quick and easy.

Waxoyl Clear cavity wax
Once you’ve created the access holes for the injection of 
cavity wax, further applications are straightforward. 

Waxoyl High-Pressure Sprayer
Make sure you can properly apply the cavity wax by  
using this simple pump-action spray gun.

Clean off dirt 
and loose 
underseal with 
a wire brush

If you’ve got an area of metal with surface rust that 
needs treating, you can use Hammerite Rust Remover 
Gel to bring it back to bare metal. Rust Remover is also 
available as a Dip, into which you can immerse small 
components to achieve the same effect. Kurust converts 
surface rust into an inert material on to which you can 
apply a top coat, while Hammerite Rust Beater can be 
applied directly to surface rust, and also has ‘high build’ 
properties that make it suitable for pitted areas and  
leave a smooth finish. Always consider which initial 
treatments you’ll need before applying topcoats,  
which are intended solely for prevention, not cure.

KEEPS YOUR METAL    PRECIOUS...
Y

our classic is constantly fighting a 
battle against the onset of corrosion. 
Dirt and moisture thrown up from the 
road can collect in hidden areas, and 

by the time the damage is visible, there’s likely to 
be worse hiding underneath. Ensuring your car is 
properly protected should be an ongoing process 
rather than something to do once and then forget.

This year marks the 50th anniversary of Waxoyl, 
and we’re going to use a range of their products 
to demonstrate how simple it is to rustproof your 
car. Waxoyl products are easily available from 
local motor factors, and can be applied by any DIY 
enthusiast in their garage.  

If you are lucky enough to have a two- or four-
post ramp and an air compressor, you can use 
Waxoyl Underbody Seal from a Schutz Gun tin. 
This spray technique enables you to apply the 
Underbody Seal to wheelarches and floorpans 
quickly and effectively, but it does depend on you 
having the equipment to start with. We’ll show 
you the process using the brush-on version of 
Underbody Seal, while Waxoyl Clear cavity wax 
will be applied into box sections using Waxoyl’s 

own high-pressure sprayer.
Always make sure you read the instructions 

on the product before you start, in particular 
the Health & Safety precautions. Wear gloves 
when carrying out this work, plus goggles and a 
respirator any time you’re spraying.

Wheelarches
Start with the wheelarches. Raise the car and 
securely support it using axle stands. Never work 
under a car supported solely by a jack. Remove 
the road wheel and use a carrier bag or similar to 
cover the brakes – you don’t want to get anything 
waxy on them. If you do get overspray on a disc or 
caliper, wipe it off using brake cleaner.

Prepare the surface
Use a wire brush to remove any loose underseal 
or debris. As with any topcoat, you need a good 
surface for the underseal to adhere to, but you 
don’t need to worry about going back to bare 
metal. In fact, applying fresh Underbody Seal over 
a drier but otherwise healthy existing coat can 
soften it up again. If there are any sections with 

surface rust, make sure you treat them with a rust 
converter, such as Hammerite Rust Beater, before 
proceeding any further.

Load up seams
If you’ve applied rust converter, wait for it to 
flash off before starting to apply the Underbody 
Seal – take note of the drying times before you 
put a topcoat over it. Start off by loading up any 

seams with a generous amount of Underbody Seal 
to ensure good coverage on those areas because 
underseal can fall away from them, leaving them 
unprotected. Anywhere there is a join is a potential 
rust spot, so ensure the edges of any welded 
repairs are also fully covered.

Protect arches
Now fill in the gaps by applying the Underbody 
Seal to the rest of the arch, to a thickness of about 
2mm. Take your time and ensure that you get 
underneath the lip of the arch and other potential 
problems areas where moisture can sit unnoticed. 
Using white spirit, wipe off any overspray that gets 
on to external paintwork before it goes sticky. 

Access all areas
Next, you can move on to filling box sections 
with cavity wax. These areas are among the most 
vulnerable on any car because they rot from the 
inside out; by the time you see corrosion, it’s too 
late. Access here is key: if you don’t have access 
points in your sills for the application of cavity 
wax, you’ll have to create your own using a 10mm 
drill bit and widely available rubber plugs. On a 
medium-sized classic, one hole in the middle of 

the sill should be enough for the probe to reach 
either end.

Apply the wax
Insert the extension probe down the sill, start 
spraying the wax using Waxoyl’s High Pressure 
Sprayer, and smoothly withdraw the probe 
while you’re spraying it. Repeat this in the other 
direction to make sure the length of the box 

section is protected. Choose a nozzle that gives 
fine atomisation and a 360-degree ‘cloud’ of wax 
so that you achieve the best coverage and the wax 
seeps into any vulnerable seams. Dab Underbody 
Seal around the access hole and plug it if necessary. 

Underbody protection
The process used for the sills can be repeated 
for any box section, such as the A-posts, as well 
as inside doors, although for the latter you need 
to be careful of electrical equipment such as 
speakers. The final stage is then to simply coat the 
floorpans and other major underbody areas with 
Underbody Seal. A ramp is obviously ideal for this, 
but however you gain access, ensure you have 
adequate ventilation and that the car is correctly 
supported. Wipe off any excess that’s found its 
way on to the exhaust system. 

Even the novice DIY can protect their classic

Beating rust

Ensure good 
access and 
ventilation 
when applying 

The Waxoyl range contains 
everything you need to 

protect your car


