
Get to know Windows 7  

Everyday tasks are simpler. Scan all your open windows 
with Thumbnail Previews. Find a file, connect to a network, 
or use Snap to arrange a couple windows side by side. All 
with two or three clicks.  

Your PC will work the way you want. Make it yours with 
personalization and be ready to go with Fast Sleep and Resume. Use more 
of your older programs with . Protect your data and be more secure with 
less effort.  

Do new things. Use a touch-screen instead of a mouse. Connect to 
printers fast with Location Aware Printing. Share music, photos, and videos 
throughout your home with Play To. Use your PC to record live TV and 
watch Internet TV.  
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Make the things you do every day easier with 

improved desktop navigation.
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Start programs faster and more easily, and quickly 

find  the documents you use most often. 

Make your web experience faster, easier and safer 

than ever with Internet Explorer 8.

Watch, pause, rewind, and record TV

on your PC. 

Easily create a home network and connect your PCs 

to a printer with HomeGroup.

Run many Windows XP productivity programs in 

Windows XP Mode.

Connect to company networks easily and more 

securely with Domain Join.

In addition to full-system Backup and Restore found 

in all editions, you can back up to a home or business 

network. 

Help protect data on your PC and portable storage 

devices against loss or theft with BitLocker.

Work in the language of your choice and switch 

between any of 35 languages. 

What does it take to run Windows 7?
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Makes everyday tasks simpler and easier Windows XP Windows 

Vista

Windows 

7 

Multi-task more easily Windows Taskbar

Communicate and share with free photo, e-mail, and IM 

programs 

Windows Live Essentials

Browse the web easily and more safely Internet Explorer 8

Find files and programs instantly Windows Search

Open the programs and files you use most in just a click 

or two 

Pin

Jump Lists

Jump to: Page Content, Site Navigation, Site Search, 
Site Map 

 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/what-is-windows-7.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/get/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/use/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/windows-taskbar.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/windows-live-essentials.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/internet-explorer-8.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/windows-search.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/pin.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/jump-lists.aspx
javascript:void(0)
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/worldwide.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/library/toolbar/3.0/sitemap/en-us.mspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/pc-scout/desktop-details.aspx?pcid=e03503f5-248d-de11-94c9-0003ffc46bfd&cbid=sonyL
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/explore/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/buy/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/downloads/default.aspx
http://windows.microsoft.com/en-US/windows/help
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/pc-scout/desktop-details.aspx?pcid=e03503f5-248d-de11-94c9-0003ffc46bfd&cbid=sonyL


Navigate lots of open windows more quickly Snap

Peek

Shake

Easily share files, photos, and music among multiple 

PCs at home 

HomeGroup

Print to a single printer from any PC in the house HomeGroup

Simplify managing printers, cameras, music players, and 

other devices 

Device 

Management

Organize lots of files, documents, and photos effortlessly Libraries

Connect to any available wireless network in just three 

clicks 

View Available Networks

Works the way you want it to Windows XP Windows 

Vista

Windows 

7 

Personalize your desktop with themes, photos, and 

gadgets 

Performance 

Improvements

Connect to company networks securely Domain Join

Run lots of programs at once with better performance on 

64-bit PCs 

64-bit Support

Built-in protection against spyware and other malicious 

software 

Windows Defender
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Help keep your data private and secure BitLocker

Manage and monitor your children’s PC use Parental Controls

Run many Windows XP productivity programs Windows XP Mode

Designed for faster sleep and resume Sleep and Resume

Improved power management for longer battery life Power 

Management

Makes new and exciting things possible Windows XP Windows 

Vista

Windows 

7 

Watch and record TV on your PC Windows Media Center

Create and share movies and slideshows in minutes Windows Live Movie 

Maker

Get the most realistic game graphics and vivid multi-

media 

DirectX 11

Stream music, photos, and videos around your house Play To

Connect to music and photos on your home PC while 

away from home 

Remote Media 

Streaming

Touch and tap instead of point and click Windows Touch

 = Included in this version of Windows  

 = Improved in Windows 7 
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You told us what you loved about Windows XP and how to make it even better. We designed 

Windows 7 to simplify the things you do every day, work the way you want, and make some 

exciting new things possible. Want examples? Here are 10 good reasons to make the move to 

Windows 7. 

Get quicker access to all of your stuff—use Pin

 and Jump Lists  to keep the programs and files 

you use the most right at your fingertips. 

Easily create and share movies—create great 

looking movies  and slideshows and share them 

on YouTube in minutes. 

Manage open windows more easily—resize and 

arrange  windows simply by dragging their 

borders to the edge of your screen. 

Connect to networks easily—view and connect 

to any available wireless network  in as few as 

three clicks. 

Quickly find what you’re looking for—use 

Windows Search  to find a specific file, program, 

Do more and wait less—improvements that can 

accelerate sleep and resume  and make your PC 
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or e-mail in a few seconds. more responsive  help you get more done. 

Share files and printers among multiple PCs—

from one Windows 7-based PC to another, you can 

share files, music, photos, and even printers  

across your home network. 

Don't leave programs behind—run many 

Windows XP productivity programs in Windows XP 

Mode.

Stay entertained effortlessly—with Windows 

Media Center  you get one place to enjoy your 

photos and music, watch and record live TV, and 

watch free Internet TV. 

Offers your PC better protection—help keep 

your PC,  your information,  and your family  

safe. 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/performance-improvements.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/homegroup.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/windows-xp-mode.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/windows-xp-mode.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/windows-media-center.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/windows-media-center.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/backup-and-restore.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/bitlocker.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/features/parental-controls.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/what-is-windows-7.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/what-is-windows-7.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/what-is-windows-7.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/what-is-windows-7.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/get/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/get/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/get/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/get/default.aspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/get/default.aspx
mailto:?subject=Top 10 reasons to buy Windows 7&body=http%3a%2f%2fwww.microsoft.com%2fwindows%2fwindows-7%2fcompare%2ftop-ten-reasons.aspx%3ficid%3demail
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/compare/top-ten-reasons.aspx?pf=true
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-7/default.aspx
http://mymfe.microsoft.com/Windows.com/Feedback.aspx?formID=196
javascript:void(0);


Windows 7: System Requirements

Before you begin

Download the Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor for a more detailed understanding of whether your PC can run Windows 7. 

If you want to run Windows 7 on your PC, here's what it takes: 

●     1 gigahertz (GHz) or faster 32-bit (x86) or 64-bit (x64) processor 

●     1 gigabyte (GB) RAM (32-bit) or 2 GB RAM (64-bit)

●     16 GB available hard disk space (32-bit) or 20 GB (64-bit)

●     DirectX 9 graphics device with WDDM 1.0 or higher driver

Additional requirements to use certain features: 

●     Internet access (fees may apply)

●     Depending on resolution, video playback may require additional memory and advanced graphics hardware

●     For some Windows Media Center functionality a TV tuner and additional hardware may be required 

●     Windows Touch and Tablet PCs require specific hardware

●     HomeGroup requires a network and PCs running Windows 7
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●     DVD/CD authoring requires a compatible optical drive

●     BitLocker requires Trusted Platform Module (TPM) 1.2

●     BitLocker To Go requires a USB flash drive

●     Windows XP Mode requires an additional 1 GB of RAM, an additional 15 GB of available hard disk space, and a 

processor capable of hardware virtualization with Intel VT or AMD-V turned on 

●     Music and sound require audio output

Product functionality and graphics may vary based on your system configuration. Some features may require advanced or 

additional hardware.
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